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what they call a man witch ; but in the practice it
hath been carried farther, namely, to be one that
consults with the Devil, to give answers to difficult
questions, to reveal and discover conspiracies, and
to govern the greater things of life ; as to blast or
succeed the enterprises of princes and people ; to
tell and foretell the success of such and such un-
dertakings ; and even to influence the undertakers.
Such a one as this was Baalam, who being famed
for a wizard, was sent for a long way by the king
of Moab to curse the camp and army of the Hebrews.

The northern word used in our own country
for this kind is a warlock, the ancient import of
which was one that could give good or bad speed
to any undertaking, or at least could foretell whe-
ther the thing inquired about should succeed or no.

We have abundance of merry tales scattered
abroad in the oral tradition of ancient times, and
among those ancient things called old women, con-
cerning wizards : how the kings and princes used
to consult with them before they undertook any
great enterprise. They tell you in the north, how
an old wizard warned king James IV. of Scotland,
who was killed at Flodden Field, not to pass the
Tweed with his army, but encamp on the northern
bank of the river, and that if the English passed the
water of Tweed to attack him, he should certainly
defeat and overthrow them; but that if he fought
on English ground, he should lose both his army
and his life ; which accordingly happened. They
relate the same of old mother Shipton in England,
who, though so many fables are made of her, was
a real and known person, and was not a witch or
a prophetess, but a warlock or wizard; and it is cer-
tain she did foretell to cardinal Wolsey his falling
into disgrace at court, his loss of the king's favour,
and his death, all which accordingly happened.

8. The last of these is a necromancer, a word